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Matinee for
Parents & Guests
School Play 7pm

Mon., April 19
SCHOOL DAY!!!!
Snow Make Up Day Celebrating Adrianna’s Birthday
GAL_A Sat., This is what the 3" grade girls did Sunday, April 11 for Adrianna’s birthday
April 24 party. $490.00 was collected for Caring for Cambodia (CFC) which is a non-
profit organization which our cousin Jamie Amelio started a few years ago.
APRIL 14th & 15t CFC has built 6 schools, installed fresh water filtration in villages, educated
NO individuals on oral hygiene and much more.
INTRAMURALS!!
The 3™ grade Brownie Troops service project at school will be collecting tooth
Mon., April 26 paste and toothbrushes for oral hygiene for CFC and Sister Paulita has
KITE DAY already approved the project. This project will start April 19" and continue

until at least May 10™. A flyer will be sent home with more information.
2010-2011 School
Start Date Parents:
August 26, 2010
The deadline for RSVP'ing to the Gala is Tuesday, April 20. It is
imperative that Donna Doblick has your RSVP and your check in hand
by Tuesday so we can give the Fairmont an accurate headcount. Email
or call Donna (724-316-7393, ddoblick@reedsmith.com) if you have any
questions. We already have 20 kids signed up to attend the event at the

Carnegie Science Center on Gala night. The Science Center will be
accepting reservations until Wednesday, April 21. Contact Jenny

McGrail (jmcgraill @verizon.net) for more information.




LIFE AFTER ALPHA
Paul McTighe
| attended Divine Providence from 1954 through 1962. | would like to thank my parents for sending me to a great
school. Thank you also to the Sisters of Divine Providence for giving me a solid foundation based on the Catholic
Faith, Persistence and Humility.

| grew up in the Divine Providence neighborhood. In 1951 my parents bought a farm house at 9671 Babcock Blvd.
My childhood was like “Leave it to Beaver.” Most of our mothers were home to watch us; we had all of North Park
as a playground and no fears. My neighborhood had no fears because we were between two Air Force bases,
complete with radar and armed missiles. Nowthe radar site is a grade school and the missile base is the Police
Academy.

| visited Alpha School several summers ago and visited with Eileen Hughes. Eileen gave me some of the current
school literature and a tour of the building. The school curriculum is very different today than in the 1950s. Back
then there were 8 grades in only 4 classrooms. Grades 1 and 2 were taught by one nun. Grades three and four, etc.
were the same. Our class work was basic: reading, writing, math and religion. There were ncextracurricular
activities like clubs or sports and there were no foreign languages.

When | attended, the school was primarily known as Divine Providence or Providence Heights Alpha School. |
remember a number of individuals from those days, particularlySister Marion, the principal. Sister Marion was also
the 5t and 6% grade teacher. Sister Marion was tough, but fair. | also remember Father Must, the resident priest
and Dale Kearns, the school bus driver. Some of my classmates wereWilliam Weir, Kathy Eichner, Carol Chotta,
Michael McCabe, Clarence Custer, Judy Vantresca, John O’Shea and Paul Grosick . Paul was later killed in a
plane crash while in the service during the Vietham War. | have seen his name on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C.

After grade school | attended North Allegheny from 1962 to 1966; the University of Pittsburgh from 1966 to 1970
(BA) and the University of Tulsa, College of Law from 1970 to 1972 (Juris Doctorate).

After law school | made Tulsa my home. In 1973 | borowed $1,500.00 and opened a law office without any clients.
My early ambition was to be an oil and gas attorney. That field never worked out for me. About 30 years ago |
received a Social Security Disability case from the Lawyer Referral Service. | did nd know anything about that field
of law. Fortunately, the persistence of my parents and Sister Marion kicked in and | succeeded in that field. Since
that first case | have handled over 4,500 Social Security Disability cases. | represent clients who are cléming
disability against the Social Security Administration. While my practice is not like Perry Mason or Matlock it is
gratifying in that | am able to assist those who cannot help themselves while also making a living for my family and
myself.

My wife, Nancy, is an MSW (Masters in Social Work). Nancy worked for the State of Oklahoma Department of
Human Services for fifteen years. After our son died in 1990 and then our daughter died in 1992 Nancy decided to
leave government service to work in my office. Nancy retired in 2007. In 1995 Nancy and | adopted a 6 year old son
from a Russian orphanage. Artem is now 21 years old, he graduated from Jenks, OK high school two years ago
and he is a Steeler fan. He loves to visit Pittsburgh. My family and | live in Tuka, OK and Maricopa, AZ. We built a
second home in Arizona seven years ago. We have travelled to 42 States, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Ireland, Croatia
and the Dominican Republic.

As far as my family home is concerned my father lived in it for 58 years. He diedin January 2009, at home at the
age of 93. Thankfully, he was never ill. | appreciate the opportunity | had to obtain a first class education. | believe
that | have made the most of what | was given. | hope Sister Marion would agree.



We are always looking for alumni who would like to share their “Life after Alpha” story
If you want to be on the newsletter list or you know of other Alpha alum, please
contact me. We want to build an alumni database that is accessible to all our former
students and we need your assistance.

Recently the office received an email fronBonte Wilson Hageman who attended Alpha
starting in 1941. She would like to contact her old friends and classmates. Contact
the office if you would like her email address.

Alpha graduate and current junior at Vincentian AcademyPanielle Kumpf,
competed in her first halfmarathon last weekend atthe University of Notre
Dame. Danielle finished 38th ina pool of over 600 female runners, and 930 in
total. Additionally, Danielle and her sisterHope, an Alpha fifth grader,
competed together in a 5K charity race on Easter Saturday.Hope placed 3rd in
the female 10-14 year old bracket,and Danielle placed 1st in the female 1519
year old bracket.

STUDENT NEWS

Gregory Hillman, second grade, received a Flag Football Player of the Week
medal for "...1 run for 7 yards and 1 flag pull" and being a "Positive Impact
Player."

Eighth Grade Honor Roll for Third Quarter
HIGH................. Megan DeArmit, Jasmine Heusey, Lelah McCarthy
HONORS............ Meghan Bayer, Zolten Glasso, Mackenzye Santos
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e Earth Day Poster Contest

The following students received aFirst Place Ribbon for their Earth Day Poster:
Christian Tsounos, Annie DeArmit, Joey Blaszkiewicz, Megan DeArmit, Ashley Norling,
Anna Edwards, Gabriel Viszlay

These students received an Honorable Mention Ribbon: Jamie Muth, Kate Foster, Leah
Brown, Anastasia Catozella, Maria Pellegrino, Ryan Barker, Gabrielle Corcoran



Alpha Kids Gala Night
At the Carnegie Science Center
Extended Deadline
Alpha kids can have fun at the Carnegie Science Center while you enjoy yourself at the Annual Gala. The children
will enjoy a pizza dinner, a laser show, and an Omnimax film. This event willnot be open to the general public.
The Alpha Gala at the Fairmont Hotel is about one mile away from the Carnege Science Center.
e Drop your children off anytime between 5pm and 6pm at the Science Center.
e Two pick up times are available: 10pm and 11pm.
o For 10pm pick up the cost is $40/child.
o For 11pm pick up the cost is $50/child (If you pay for a 10pm pick up andend up coming at 11pm-
you can pay the difference directly to the Science Center)
e [fyour child is frightened by the Omnimax film, just notify the counselors at drop off and your child can do a
craft instead of watching the movie.

The Science Center requires advance payment and a minimum of 15 students for this event, so please fill out the
attached and return to the attention of Jenny McGrail Payment is due to the Science Center on Wednesday,
April 21, 2010. Checks should be made payable to Jenny McGrai | (this is a change).

Childs Name: Age:

Parents Name

REVISED SNOW DAYS
*Please note the changes on your calendar. WE WILL NOT have school on May 28. WE
WILL HAVE SCHOOL APRIL 19.

The Scoliosis screening for 6, 7" and 8" grade students scheduled for April 20 has been
cancelled and rescheduled for May 11. Girls should wear a tank top under their uniform shirt.
If you have any questions please feel free to call Marshall Elementary School Health Office at
724-934-6075.



Spring intfo Reading Program UPDATE

Our spring reading program is well underway
- and the number of pages we've read so far
\\ﬁ keeps growing and growing and growing! Our
current total is...

162,616l

Remember, the program is open to our

entire Alpha community so that means that

anyone in your household (like Moms and Dads,
brothers and sisters) can all fill out book badges for books they read. Modelingi s a
great way to encourage others to read so pick up that dusty book you've wanted to read
and get lost in an adventure! TIt's not too late....our program runs through the end of
April and concludes with an all-school assembly on May 6™.

If you have any questions about how the program works, email Mrs. Smokovich at
Ismokovich@alphaschool.org. Thanks for participating!

Student Book Clubs Now Available

Students in grades 3-8 that would like to join an Alpha Book Club should sign up by
Friday, April 15™ in the library. This should be a rewarding and fun experience for
everyone involved! Clubs will meet during one lunch/recess period to decide on a club
name, discuss favorite genres, authors and titles a nd vote on our first book to read.
Students will then need to obtain a copy of the book through your local public library or
purchase a copy. We will meet again after several weeks during lunch/recess to discuss



what we liked and didn't like about the book, characters, plot and voice. T am so excited
to get started with the clubs! Please contact me at |smokovich@alphaschool.org if you
have any questions. Thanks! -- Mrs. Smokovich

The Arty at Alphav
Wednesday, April 28, 2010
at

Ketteler Center for Arty & Evwichment
6:00PM - 8:00PM

Sponsored by the APTA inv conjunction withvthe Alpha Art
Deparvtment

Come and take the opportunity to-browse sample ot projecty
completed duwring the year by the studenty of Alpha, Grades K -8
Under the dirvectiow of Mrs. Broww-Clair

Alpha Concert Choir
Performing at 6:30 invthe Music Roowm
Moauwtiad Arty at 7 pmv invthe Gym
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g

Cookies & Refreshwments will be served..



*|f anyone is interested in helping to set up the Art Show fortwo -
three hours on Thursday, April 22" beginning at 8:30am, please
contact Mrs. Brown-Clair at jbrown-clair@alphaschool.org

Pre-order your
Alpha all-
school plate

The plate features St. Anne’s Park with its brick walkway.
Each brick displays the name of this year’s Alpha families.
Each purchaser’s family name will be bolder than the other
family names included on the plate giving you a
personalized keepsake from Alpha.

The finished plate is on display in the school office.

These ave one of kind plates and are thme conswuming for the artist due to her intricate detail given to
each plece; therefore they are spectal order and arescheduled for delivery summer/early fall. Please
contact Amy Niggemyer Gnkn@zoominternet.net) or Teresa Farls (teresafarls@yahnoo.com) with
any gquestions.

Alpha All-school plate order form
#of plates X $200.00 each-return to office by April 16

Family name to appear on plate
Purchaser: Phone#
Please make checks payable to APTA




Alpha Sports Wear

April 17, 2010 beginning at noon — in front of gym

Bargain sale of Alpha Athletic Association inventory
(new, never worn merchandise)

T-shirts 2.00
Sweatshirts 3.00

Also clean older shorts, sports uniforms, etc — free selection

All remaining inventory will be donated to Saint Vincent DePaul






