
 

                                                                       

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 2010 

 

Mass Dates:  26

th

 

 

Thurs., Mar. 25 

APTA Mtg. 

Cancelled 

 

March 31 NO 

CLASSES 

In-Service for 

Teachers 

 

April 

Mass Dates 

April 9, 23 & 30 

 

NO CLASSES 

Thurs., April 1, 

Fri., April 2, Mon., 

April 5  

 

Mon., April 12 

Report Cards 

RESCHEDULED 

 

Thurs., April 15 

School Play 7pm 

 

Fri., April 16 

School Play 7pm 

 

Mon., April 19 

SCHOOL DAY!!!! 

Snow Make Up Day 

 

GALA Sat., 

 April 24 

 

 

I would like to thank all the parents who volunteered for Junior Achievement on Friday, 

March 19

th

.  This year we broke our volunteer record. We had 48 parents working with the 

students. Junior Achievement programs prepare young people for the real world by showing 

them how to generate wealth and effectively manage it, how to create jobs which make their 

communities more robust, and how to apply entrepreneurial thinking to the workplace. Students 

put these lessons into action and learn the value of contributing to their communities. 

 

Thank you again,                                                                      

Denise Barker 

   

 

 

                                           

  

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 

DAY 

GREAT VOLUNTEERS 

GREAT IDEAS! 

LOTS OF FUN! 

 



 

Life after Alpha 

 

I was really excited when Sister Paulita asked me to write the “Life after Alpha” spot.   Now 

that I have two of my three children at Alpha, Anthony in 2

nd

 and Riley in Kindergarten, I am 

happy to share my perspective about Alpha and my “Life after Alpha”. 

 

After Alpha, I attended North Catholic and then Penn State graduating in 1998.  I worked at 

Dalloz Fall Protection in Franklin, PA as an Assistant Product Manager from 1997 – 2000.  I 

married my High School sweetheart Sharon in 2000 and we purchased our first home in 

Cranberry Twp.  Also in 2000, I followed my boss to Fisher Scientific in Robinson Township 

where I held many positions including Senior Product Manager and I gained my first Sales 

Management experience.  In 2001, Sharon and I had our first child Christopher “Anthony” Jr.  

We had our second in 2003 Riley McKenna and we moved into our current home shortly 

thereafter.  In 2004, I left Fisher for Mine Safety Appliances in Cranberry where I was the 

Product Manager for Permanent Gas Detection followed by First Responder APR, and Cairns 

Fire Helmets.  2007 was a busy year in the Warda household, we had our third child, Ryann 

McKenzie, Anthony started Kindergarten at Alpha School and I took my current position with 

Swiger Coil Systems as a Business Development Manager / National Sales Manager.  Swiger 

manufactures electric motors and generators for trains, electric vehicles and wind turbines.   

 

Alpha School was a great choice for my Primary Education (I’m thankful that my parents 

sacrificed to send me there).  It prepared me well for my “Life after Alpha” and I think it 

helped me to get to where I am today through the confidence it gave me to succeed and be 

myself among my peers.  Even though I do not see my Alpha friends very often, I still consider 

them all really great friends!   

 

Over the years, Alpha has really changed yet it has stayed the same.  My children learned how 

to swim at Alpha and have been exposed to unique experiences like Chinese and Spanish 

classes in Kindergarten!  They still have world class teachers (Some of which were there when 

I was…)!  Plus, the class sizes really allow for one-on-one focus and attention.  If you are an 

Alpha Alumni still living in the Pittsburgh area and you have children in the Alpha School 

grade range, I would recommend giving them a call to give your kids the same head start 

your parents gave to you!      

 

Christopher Warda  1990 

       

 

From Sr. Paulita 

Reminder:  All questions involving your child and his/her needs are to be 

directed to your child’s teacher and if the problem cannot be resolved then the 

principal should be contacted.  Please do not direct your concerns to the Director 

of Admissions or the secretary.   Sister Paulita can be reached either by phone or 

email at srpaulita@alphaschool.org. 

 

 



                

THE ALPHA SPORTS BANQUET & RECOGNITION EVENT 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 7, 2010, THE CHADWICK 

 

Honoring 

 

ALPHA STUDENTS IN SPORTS INCLUDING  

A SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF OUR 8

TH

 GRADE CLASS 

 

Buffet Dinner: 6:00 p.m. 

Awards Ceremony: 7:00 p.m. 

D.J & Dancing: 8:00 p.m. to Midnight 

 

Return this RSVP for Tickets by Thursday, April 29th 

 

*** NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR ***

 

Family Name______________________________________________  

 

8th Grade Students   # ______ (No Charge) 

 

Adult or Child > 14 Yrs of Age  # ______ x $35 = $_____**  

 

Child < 14 years of Age   # ______ x $20 = _____**  

 

Child < 3 Years of Age   # ______ (No Charge)  

(Note: Children Must be Accompanied by Adult) 

 

TOTAL Attending    # ______ $________ 

 

Check # ___________ Payable to Alpha Athletic Assoc  

Return to the Alpha Office by April 29th in an envelope marked  

Alpha Office “Sports Banquet”  

 

** Add $10/ticket After April 29th

 

** 

 

ALPHA PARENTS:

 Would you like to do some targeted advertising for your business?  We're soliciting ads for 

inclusion in the program booklet for the April 24 Black & White Frolic.  Reduced prices this year make it a cost-effective way to 

tell other Alpha families about your business.  Or you might want to take out an ad as a "shout out" to your Alpha student…. 

Full-page ad (8" high x 5" wide):  $85  

Half-page ad (4" high x 5" wide):  $45  

Quarter-page (business card) ad (2" high x 5" wide):  $25  

To ensure inclusion in the booklet, all ads must be received by April 16.  It's best to send the copy in .PDF or .jpeg format 

(otherwise, please ensure your ad is "camera-ready").   Make checks payable to Providence Heights Alpha School , and send 

check & copy to: Donna Doblick (Gala Chairperson)   303 High Oaks Court   Wexford, PA  15090  

724.316.7393 - ddoblick@reedsmith.com  
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1. By “black and white,” do you really mean “black tie?”  No, not at all!  Cocktail party attire would be 

perfect.  Black, white, or black & white attire is suggested (in keeping with the theme), but not mandatory! 

2. I didn’t even know we had a Fairmont Hotel in Pittsburgh!  Where is it? The Fairmont Hotel is brand 

new – so new, in fact, that it hasn’t even opened yet!  It’s conveniently nestled between Market Square, 

Fifth Avenue Place (aka the Highmark building), and Heinz Hall.  The Fairmont is in the emerald green 

glass 3 PNC building (aka Reed Smith Centre). 

 For those of you who don’t travel a lot, Fairmont Hotels are truly 5-star, world-class facilities.  We’re 

blessed to be able to have the Gala there this year.  (They gave us “pre-opening” rates; otherwise, it would 

have been prohibitively expensive!)  So, come experience the hottest hotel property in downtown Pittsburgh 

while supporting Alpha School!  Also consider making it a true date night by spending the night.  They’ve 

offered us special rates – call the number included with your invitation to make a reservation. 

3. Isn’t it a total pain to park downtown? No.  Valet- and self-parking is available at The Fairmont.  A more 

economical option would be to park at the Sixth & Penn Garage – literally across the street from The 

Fairmont (enter on Penn Avenue). 

4. What about the kids?  It’s always a hassle to find a sitter on a Saturday night. Thanks to Jenny 

McGrail, the Carnegie Science Center is offering a “party” option for all Alpha kids the night of the Gala.  It 

sounds like a blast and doesn’t cost much more it would cost you to pay a sitter & order the kids a pizza.  

See Jenny’s flier for details. 

5. What are the proceeds of the fundraiser being used for? The Gala is Alpha School’s biggest, most 

important fundraiser of the year.  All monies will be used to benefit all of the students.  This year, Sister 

Paulita would like to purchase SmartBoards for the classrooms and also would like to place additional 

security at the entrance of the Ketteler Fine Arts Building. 

6. I’ve never been to an Alpha School Gala.  What happens there? Something for everyone!  Cocktails, an 

amazing dinner, live music by the Park Jazz quartet (and dancing), live auctions (amazing pottery pieces from each 

grade), silent auctions – including lots of Steelers & Penguin memorabilia, jewelry, purses, restaurant gift 

certificates, wine, an awesome leopard print trench, a fur stole, and a wine tasting – among many other items (too 

many to mention!).  Oh, and a 50-50 lottery, the tuition lottery, and a “Chinese” auction.  It’s also the perfect 

opportunity to catch up with other Alpha families and friends of Alpha School knowing that 100% of your purchases 

directly benefit our kids. 

7. I’m entertaining clients, and would like to buy an entire table.  How much would that cost?  We’re 

seating tables of 8 this year -- $800.  

8. Are vegetarian entrées available? Yes, absolutely.  Just make a note on your RSVP card, and we’ll work 

it out with The Fairmont. 



9. What time is the Gala? Cocktails at 6pm.  Dinner at 7pm.  We start closing down the auctions between 

9:30 and 10pm – the Gala ends at 11pm.  New this year:  In an effort to reduce the wait at check-out, we’ll 

be imprinting credit cards at the entrance.  Although we prefer payments by cash/check (it saves Alpha 

money), if you want to pay by credit card, this should save you a lot of time. 

10. OK, count me in.  Who do I pay?  Make your check payable to Providence Heights Alpha School -- either 

mail it to Donna Doblick or send it to her via kid-mail.  We’ll mail tickets to you. 

11. We’ll be out of town that weekend, but would like to make it possible for a teacher or one of the 

Sisters to attend the Gala.  How do we do that? Send your RSVP card to Donna with a note – 

sponsorship opportunities are available at the $50 level.  We aggregate the donations and let Sr. Paulita 

know how many people the parents are able to sponsor. 
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Alpha Kids Gala Night  

At the Carnegie Science Center  

 

Alpha kids can have fun at the Carnegie Science Center while you enjoy yourself at the Annual Gala.  The children will enjoy a pizza 

dinner, a laser show, and an Omnimax film.   This event will not be open to the general public.  The Alpha Gala at the Fairmont Hotel is 

about one mile away from the Carnegie Science Center. 

 Drop your children off anytime between 5pm and 6pm at the Science Center.  

 Two pick up times are available: 10pm and 11pm.  

o For 10pm pick up the cost is $40/child. 

o For 11pm pick up the cost is $50/child  (If you pay for a 10pm pick up and end up coming at 11pm -you can pay the 

difference directly to the Science Center) 

 If your child is frightened by the Omnimax film, just notify the counselors at drop off and your child can do a craft instead of 

watching the movie. 

The Science Center requires advance payment and a minimum of 15 students for this event, so please fill out the attached and return to 

the attention of Jenny McGrail.   Payment is due to the Science Center on April Friday 9, 2010.  Checks should  be made payable to the 

Carnegie Science Center.  

Childs Name: _________________________________ ____     Age: ___________________  

                      ________________________________ ______            ___________________  

                      ______________________________ ________            ___________________  

                     _______________________________ ________           ___________________  

 

Parents Name_______________________________________    

Cell Phone Number: ________________________ __________  

Pick Up Time (Circle One):    10pm        11pm 

 

 



APTA 

Thank you to the APTA for providing the Father’s Day Luncheon and all you do 

during the year to make each event special. 

 

If anyone is interested in helping to set up the Art Show for two - three hours on 

Thursday, April 22

nd

 beginning at 8:30am,  please contact Mrs. Brown-Clair at 

 jbrown-clair@alphaschool.org. 

Thanks! 

 

When your child is absent, please contact the teachers for missed assignments; 

not the office.  Thank you. 

 

THE INFORMATIONAL SOCCER MEETING FOR THIS THURSDAY, March 25

th

 HAS BEEN 

POSTPONED UNTIL APRIL 8

TH

.  The meeting will be held in the gym at 7pm . 

 

 

REVISED SNOW DAYS 

Please note the changes on your calendar.  WE WILL NOT have school on 

April 5 and May 28.  Originally they were snow make up days . 

AMELIA HOUSE CARNIVAL 

 

There will be an Amelia House Carnival on Tuesday, March 30.  Amelia House is a home for 

abused women and children sponsored by the Sisters of Divine Providence.  On this day, 

children are permitted to wear jeans, an appropriate shirt, and tennis shoes.  Student Council 

representatives will be collecting donations.  Checks should be made payable to Amelia 

House. Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders will provide games for the other students.  Thank 

you very much for your support and generosity. 

Mrs. Warda 

Ms. Koss 

NO SCHOOL- EASTER BREAK-Wed., March 31, Thurs., April 1, Fri., April 2, and Monday, 

April 5. 

 

You Were Great! 

The 4th Grade Girls Basketball Team

 

earned second place in the Alpha Girls 

Instructional Tournament this past weekend.   With just 1:09 remaining in the game, the Alpha offense 

worked the ball down to Ella Kozel who put in a 10 foot shot off the glass to give Alpha a one point 

lead.  However, with seventeen seconds to play, Pine -Richland put in a rebound for the win.  The game 

truly could have gone either way.  Along with Ella, Eiley Kaniecki and Madison Very dropped down long 

bombs for the Eagles.  Jamie Muth played ferocious defense, Chloe Ditka moved the ball well from her 

wing and point guard positions, and Malia Fairbrother, Julia Cordisco, Katelyn Niggemyer, and Mary 

McCarthy cleaned up the rebounds.  The team missed Elizabeth Goodrich who was dazzling the 

audiences with Irish dance performances.  In all, this was a great way to end a great season.  

Continued success as you enter JV next year girls.  Alpha is proud of you. 




