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Wonderful Achievement!  Alpha is so Proud! 

 

 

 

Eight Alpha students took part in the Pennsylvania Junior 

Academy of Sciences (PJAS) regional competition at Keystone 

Oaks High School this past weekend.  Joey Blaszkiewicz  earned 

a second place award for his project "Will the Algae Glow if the 

Sun Doesn't Show?" and Joey Ziccarelli  earned a second place 

award for his project "Comparison of Various Hand-Washing 

Methods."    The following students earned first place 

awards:  Mallory Bookser for her project " What is the Most 

Effective 'Green' Way to Control Weeds," Anastasia Catozella 

for her project "Short Term Memory vs Long Term Memory;" 

Kaetlyn Conner for her project " Do Women Remember More 

Details Than Men;" Zolten Glasso for his project " Which 

Scuba Material Maintains Temperatures Best;"  Thomas Nash 

for his project " Does Writing Style Affect the Learning Ability 

of Students;" and Connor Riley for his  project "Physiological 

Responses  to Sports Drinks."  Congratulations to all our PJAS 

competitors - we are proud of you!   

 

A special thank you to all the parents who encouraged their child 

to participate in the program and to Mrs. Cessar who provides 

each student with the guidance to be successful.  



News About Our Students 

 

Alpha Chess Team News 

Congratulations!  

 

This past Saturday, both William McCarthy and Luke Barrante represented the Alpha Chess 

Team in the 2010 Pittsburgh Scholastic  Chess Championships at Brashear High School.  

William McCarthy received a 1st place Trophy in the Grade 6-12 Intermediate Section,   

winning all 4 of his games.  Luke Barrante won 2 of his 4 games in the K-5 Intermediate 

Section. 

 

The Alpha Chess Team will be taking 20 players to compete in the PA State Championships 

this weekend.  Good Luck! 

 

Congratulations to the 

 

JV Girls who won their game Friday and are advancing to round 2 of the playoffs...our 

game will be at HOME, Friday, March 5 at 7:00 pm at Ketteler Hall. We would love to 

fill the stands with our Alpha supporters!!! 

Thanks so much! 

Maria Alampi 

 

And More Congratulations to 

 

The North Pittsburgh Wildcats won their Squirt AA Championship.  Michael Paul 

DiMarsico an Alpha second grader is a member of the winning team.   

 

8

th

 Grade Highlight 

 

My full name is Jasmine Evelyn Heusey, and I LOVE my middle name. I have been at 

Alpha since first grade. There are too many memories to even count, but all of my 

favorites are just me and my friends goofing around or hanging out. I really like math, 

science, and GYM! I plan on attending Oakland Catholic High School next year, and am 

very excited about it. I like to read, sing, and hang out with my friends. I'm also a big 

texter. I don't really know what I want to do when I grow up, but I know I want to help 

people. Maybe I can be a gym teacher! Haha.  

  

Lelah McCarthy has been accepted to Oakland Catholic High School.  Her 

composite test score on the Entrance Exam placed her among the top candidates for 

the Class of 2014.  She is a semi-finalist for several academic scholarships.   

 

Wonderful!!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

The Spring into Reading program is back by popular demand! 

 

This reading incentive program will run from Tuesday, Mar ch 2

nd

 until Friday, April 30

th

.  During that 

time, read alone, as a family, to siblings, whenever and wherever and turn in as many book badges as 

you can.  Do you think we can beat last year’s total of 410,147 pages read?  It will be a challenge but I 

think we can.  Together we can do it!!! 

 

 

Here’s how it works: 

 

 Fill out a Book Badge for every book read 

 

 Return the Book Badges to school  

 

 Watch our total grow as you enjoy some great books 

 

 Turn in all badges by  Friday, April 30

th

  

 

 

REMEMBER: 

1. Any recreational reading books count (text book reading does not count) 

2. Read alone or read aloud to other people in your family: just be sure to record it on your badge 

(Example: if you read a 32 page book to 4 people in your family, that counts as 128 pages!) 

3. Only submit Book Badges for books you read entirely – no partial reads, please! 

4. Are you in the middle of a book?  No problem!  If you finish reading it during our Spring into 

Reading timeframe, fill out a Book Badge 

 

 

I can’t wait to get started!  Thanks for being a part of the program.  

 

 

Lynn Smokovich  

lsmokovich@alphaschool.org  

 

 

 

Book Badge 

 

Name:  

Book Title:  

  

  

# of pages    # of people  

(An unpaged book usually has 32 pgs.) 

Spring into Reading  



 

 

The Varsity Lady Eagle Basketball Team ended their season this past Friday night with a 

loss to St. Malachy, 32-18.  The 7

th

 and 8

th

 grade student-athletes have much to be proud 

of this season.  They have overcome many obstacles, individually and as a team, to earn 1

st

 

place in the North 2B section, 

 which they competed in this year. 

 

Thank you to all the parents for their dedic ation to the team and 

 support all season. 

Thank you to the Alpha Faculty, students and families who came out to support  

the girls at all the games!  

Thank you to the Ziccarelli Family for the beautiful and delicious cake honoring the  

JV and Varsity Lady Eagles Basketball players. 

 

Good Luck to the JV Lady Eagles in their quest for another  

win in the playoff round on  

Friday, March 5

th

, at the ALPHA Gym… Tip off is set for 7pm. 

 

Best Wishes to the graduating 8

th

 grade players: 

 

Hailea Whiting 

Mackenzye Santos 

Rachel Green 

Anna Catozella 

Mallory Bookser 

Meghan Bayer 

 

 

 

 

 



Alpha Eagles Soccer  

2010 SPRING Season 

 

 

Registration for  Instructional Grade  3  

   Instructional Grade   4 

   Junior Varsity Grades 5 & 6 

   Varsity  Grades 7 & 8 

 

 Practices may start in March 2010

 

 ** Shin guards and cleats (no baseball spikes) are mandatory for   

 games and practices 

In order to play or practice each student must have   

(1) completed the registration form 

(2) paid the required fee of $75 payable to Alpha Athletic Association 

(3) completed a Physician Release Form/Alpha Emergency Card  

 

Return completed registration form below and check to the school office by 

Friday, MARCH 5th in an envelope marked  

Attn: Alpha Soccer  

 

Concerns - call Lizz Santos (412-260-5628) or Joe Ziccarelli  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Student name    ____________________________________ 

 

Date of birth       ____________ Age    ____ Grade in Spring 2010   _______ 

 

Parent names     ____________________________________ 

 

 Phone(s)   home_________________    cell    _________________ 

 

 Email address    _________________________________________ 

 

Parent signature           ____________________________________ 

 



      “Life after Alpha” 

 

Alpha Alumni News 

Submitted by:  Danielle Kumpf 

 

 

 

The Vincentian Academy -Duquesne University’s musical theater production of the classic tale, 

Beauty 

and the Beast , went above and beyond expectations of a typical high school production.  Alpha 

graduates Jennimarie Swegan and Giancarlo Zingarelli, lit up the stage as the leads of the 

production; Jenni sparkled as the stunning character of Belle and Giancarlo sparked fear and compassion 

in the audience through his portrayal of the Beast.  We caught up with Jennimarie and she had this to 

say,” The whole experience of doing Beauty and the Beast  was so rewarding.  We all learned a ton about 

performing and we overcame all kinds of challenges to make it happen with all the snow, we missed 

almost 30 hours of rehearsal!  I think we really came together, though, and I’m proud of how we worked 

and what we were able to create.  It’s a great feeling to look out and see an audience full of family, 

friends and members of the community appreciating what we’ve accomplished.”  Comical relief from 

this passionate tale was offered with flying colors from Tim Kaniecki, as he prompted roars of laughter 

from the audience through the convincing depiction of Lefou, the simpleminded sidekick of Gaston.  

Equally humorous was Jenny El-Kadi’s presentation of Chip, a young boy of the enchanted caste who 

longs to leave his life as a cup and saucer to continue through his childhood as a human boy.  While 

watching her perform, the audience was truly touched by the childlike qualities that Jenny was able to 

manifest so convincingly.  A s Jenny moved through the emotions of longing to be human she was 

comforted by the motherly figure displayed by Megan Schoming as she took on the classic role of Mrs. 

Potts.  On stage, Megan’s motherly wisdom and guidance inspired the additional characters  on stage and 

the audience watching the touching scenes between a mother and her “son.”  This play was brought in 

full circle by the humorous contribution of townsfolk Natalie Nash, Mackenzie Freudenrich, and 

Anna Arnn.  Alpha is delighted that our students have continued on to be so successful in their high 

school endeavors.  Congratulations to all involved in the production.  We are so proud!   

And here’s the stage crew, also Alpha grads:  Tyler Bauer, Rachel Brown, Nick Hill, 

Tara Maalouf, Chad Perryman, Rebecca Edwards, and Sarah Very.   The reviews were 

fantastic!  

 

 

Rachel Brown a senior at Vincentian will be attending Duquesne in the fall 

majoring in Elementary Education.   Anyone who knows Rachel knows that 

she will be a wonderful teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Alpha grads appear on Vincentian Academy’s Second 

Quarter Honor Roll: 

 

High Honors 

Anna Arnn, Emma Babcock, Tyler Bauer, Audrey Bodek, Jennifer El -Kadi, Blair Folino, Mackenzie 

Freudenrich, Nicholas Hill, Timothy Kaniecki, Danielle Kumpf, Natalie Nash,  Chad Perryman, 

Megan Schoming, Jennimarie Swegan, Sarah Very, Alexandra Zozos  

 

Honors 

Payton Carlucci, Christopher Kincak, Tara Maalouf, Lacey Yeager  

 

If any of our other grads are posted on an honor roll, let me know.  

 

Step Up Day is cancelled for March 12.  It will be rescheduled. 

 

Spring Photos Monday, March 15 - Please wear “Sunday Best”.  No short 

skirts, tops, excessive makeup, high heels, open-toed shoes, sandals, any type of 

clothing that is not Alpha appropriate.  NO JEANS OR T-SHIRTS!    Photos are sent 

home for approval before sending in any money. 

 

Revised  The only after-school activity on Friday, March 19 Father’s Day Mass is 

the Soccer Skills Program.  Fathers may take their children with them at dismissal, if 

they wish.  Alpha Day Care WILL BE in session on March 19, for your convenience. 

 

 

The following dates are still open for lunchroom volunteers.  Please email Amy 

Heiles @ ALHeiles@verizon.net if you are interested. 

  

Mar 5th, 9th 10th, 12th, 15th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 29th, 30th, 31st 

Apr 9th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 23rd, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th 30th  

May 7th, 10th, 12th, 14th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 24th, 25th, 26th 27th 

  

 

 

                 


