t

o

May 26, 2010
NO INTRAMURALS

NO SCHOOL
MAY 28-31

Thurs., May 27
Volunteer
Recognition
7:30-8:30 am in
Cafeteria

Student Recognition
Ceremony

Grades 6-8
Rescheduled for
June 4

Tues., June 8
Kindergarten
Celebration 7pm in
auditorium

Wed., June 9
Field Day

Thurs., June 10

No Classes

8t Grade
Graduation 7:00 pm
Chapel

Reception in
auditorium following
ceremony

Fri., June 11

Last day of school
11am dismissal
Kennywood Day

Providence Heights Alpha School

9000 Babcock Boulevard Allison Park, Pennsylvania 15101
Phone 412-366-4455 FAX 412-635-6317

Alpha School’s 20092010 8™ Grade.
Meghan Bayer
Mallory Bookser
Megan DeArmit
Anastasia Catozella
Alaina Finney
Zolten Glasso
Rachel Green
Jasmine Heusey
Lelah McCarthy
Mackenzye Santos
Hailea Whiting

Members of this graduating class have won numerous aademic
awards, received scholarships, achieved high scores on their entrance
exams, received first and second place awards for science projects and

they still find time to volunteer in their church and community.

We wish them a future filled with God’s ontinued grace.




My Life After Alpha School

23 years ago, if someone would have asked my teachers and classmates which member of
the Class of 1987 would one day become a priest, I venture to guess that I would have been the
very last choice on everybody’s list! That is because I was one of those students who is known
somewhat euphemistically as “the class clown” or “not working up to his full potential” or even
“penitentiary-bound!” And while I never won any awards for academic excellence at Alpha
School, I certainly learned a lot of things in the classroom. And a lot of what I learned at Alpha
School I still use today.

It is true that I never really applied myself as well as I could have during my years at
Alpha School. But the funny thing is: I did in fact learn many things that served me extremely
well throughout high school, college, graduate school, and eventually seminary. When I
graduated from Alpha School and went to public high school, (and started applying myself to my
school work), I found myself way ahead of the other students in terms of academic growth, and I
essentially sailed through my classes. And throughout my years in college and graduate school,
I never struggled academically in any way, and I honestly feel that is because of the sound
education I received at the Alpha School. Allof the stuff that my teachers tried to drill into my
head actually got there!

And if I learned nothing else at Alpha School, I learned the valuable lesson of never
giving up on someone. I remember my teachers and principals never giving up on me. As a
former educator myself, I know that it is very easy to write off the troubled student, the class
clown, the student who would rather goof around than apply himself. But my teachers and
principals never wrote me off. They certainly disciplined me (I probably still hold the 7"-grade
detention record!) and I do remember getting in a lot of trouble, but they always told me that I
could do better. They always told me that I had it in me to succeed if only I would try. They
always loved me out of Christian love— and they never gave up on me. And once I started to try
after I graduated from Alpha School, I certainly did succeed: I graduated with highest honors in
high school, summa cum laude from college, and went to graduate school to study education on a
full scholarship.

As a priest, [ use a lot of what I learned at Alpha School. A large part of my ministry is
communicating with people, and the skills I learned so long ago, especially in language arts,
certainly assist me each and every day. The lessons I learned about God and the Catholic faith as
a child at Alpha School certainly laid a strong foundation in my spiritual life, and now I pass on
those lessons to the children and adults in my parish. And the most important lesson — the lesson
of never giving up on anyone — is one that I utilize all the time. In my ministry I encounter many
difficult people, people who are lost in one way or another, people whom the world has written-
off. But I know that God neverwrites anyone off. So I as a priest never write anyone off. And |
can do this because my teachers and principals at Alpha School never wrote me off. They never
gave up on me. They never stopped encouraging me. Today I am an extremely blessed person —
and I received many blessings from the Alpha School.

Father William Dorner
Alpha School Class of 1987
wedorner@verizon.net



Spring into Reading Results
Thanks again to everyone who participated in the
Spring into Reading program this year and helped to
make it a success. All the book badges have been
counted and the total humber of pages we read as a
community was:

300,690

That is truly a fremendous effort by everyonel!
Thank you!

We celebrated our love of reading with a
school assembly where the students visited 12
literature and writing-based activity stations. I
think everyone had fun and learned a lot!

Planning on buying summer reading books?
Shop at Barnes & Noble the weekend of June 4"-6™ and support the Alpha

School Library at the same time!
If you are buying Father’s Day gifts summer reading books
magazines, toys, cards, and café purchases mention you would like
to support Alphaand a portion of your total purchase will be
credited to the Alpha School Library.

It’s that easy!

There are lots of activities planned to make shopping fun for
everyone in the family.

Friday: Game Night!
Saturday: Mrs. Smokovich reads her favorites from 1-3pm
Sunday: Alpha Art Exhibit

Purchases can be made in-store or even online so invite your family and friends to do their
shopping the weekend of June 4™ — 6™ to benefit the school.



Volunteer Assignments for Field Day
Thank you so much for volunteering to assist with Field Day. Your help is invaluable to the success of this fun day.
Please be at the gym by 8:05 am Wear comfortable clothes and shoes. Dress according to the weather since
activities are outdoors. At least one person from each game area should bring a pen and clipboardIf you
volunteered and your name was inadvertently mitted from this list, please come to the gym where Mr. Hubbs will

assign you a job.

GAMES
AM ACTIVITIES
GRADES 4 - 8
Capture the Flag Laura Ditka, Jack & Nancy Goodrich,
Dennis & Kerri Very
Volleyball Doug Heusey, Rich Nash
Ultimate Frisbee Dina Muth, Renee Fairbrother, Donna
Pellegrinin
Softball Annie Malady, Daren DeArmit, Dave Litzau,
Lexi Litzau
Tag Football Bernie Bileck, Rick Malady
Baggo Siao Mei Shick, Ed Catozella, Gene Paski
GRADES K - 3

Steal the Bacon

Asha Seshan, Tricia Katyal, Thome Matisz,
Erin Phrampus, Syeda Shergill

Capture the Flag Sandra Neuman, Valerie Rieder, Esther
Berkey, David Strano
Toss-Um Stephanie Jacob, Cristina Carletti, Kristen

Stokes, Susan English, Sharon Maloney, Julie
Stewart, Mary Warmbrodt, Rachel Kress

Can-In-Ball Grade K-1/Basket Baseball
Grs 2-3

Diane Staggers, Amy Niggemyer, Janet
Ramanathan, Amy Sable

Bocce Bonnie DiMarsico, Thomas & Nancy Allen,
Ruth Ann Pritchard, Kersten Rovee

Scoring Table Amy Heiles

Tally Collector Jewel Whiting, Carol Pellegrino




Intramural News

It has been a very productive school year for those students who participated in the Alpha
Intramurals Program. Your children have shown quality improvement, not only in their athletic
skills, but also in leadership skills and selfesteem.

Please consider having your child/children participate in the 2010-2011 Intramurals Program.
Incorporating physical activity into our lives is the best way to ensure healthy living. Athletcs
instill values, judgment and teamwork: the intramurals program is committed to giving all the
students an opportunity to thrive.

Remember Monday is always a hockey day at Alpha.

Best wishes for a lifetime of health and fitness.
Mr. Hubbs

Alpha Chess Team Wins Second Place in High School Chess Leagque

This past year, seven middleschool Alpha students competed for the first time in an
area High School Chess League. We competed against Vincentian, North Allegheny,
Shaler, Fox Chapel, and Riverview HighSchools. Alpha did a great job, winning 4 out of
5 matches, and capturing 2nd place in the North Section. Members of the winning
team were lan Tilton, Mikey ElKadi, Greg Kaniecki, Thomas Nash, Nathan Smith, Tyler
Shick, and Joey Ziccarelli.

Congratulations! It shows that in chess, age and size doesn't matter.
It's what is in the mind that counts!!

Volunteer Recognition
Alpha volunteers, please join Sr. Paulita in the cafeteria from 7:308:30 am
Thursday, May 27 for coffee, muffins, fruit, juice and tea.

Summer Tutoring

The following teachers are available for summer tutoring: Mrs. Lisa DeArmit, Mrs.
Jennifer Bayley, Miss Lisa Olivo, and Mrs. Susan Shick. Please contact a teacher
through their Alpha email if you wish to discuss tutoring.

Lunch Reminder

After today there are only 7 remaining cafeteria lunch days left.Please
remember that lunch tickets are nonrefundable, so check your supply, and
don't overbuy. Alpha Day Care will be in session through Wednesday, June 9.
Feel free to send play clothes, as we will be outside as much as possible.

Mrs. Strawoet




GOLF OUTING

June 4, 2010 at Highland Country Club

Jack Goodrich is spearheading a golf outing at the Highland Country
Club and he needs your help to make this fundraiser a
success.

1. Contact Jack if you plan to attend. How many in the group?

2. Can you donate items/ foursomes at other courses, gift cards,
etc.?

3. Sponsorships for Tee signs. Jack will have them made up -he
needs the name

Schedule: June 4

« 8am continental breakfast

e 9am start

o Lunch after golf - hot dogs, burgers, grilled chicken, various
salads, soft drinks and cash bar

e Hole-in-one for a new car donated by Classic Chevrolet and
a 50/50 drawing.

o Price per person is $150 or $500 per foursome

o Volunteers are needed to assist in a vari ety of areas.

Proceeds will be used for the upkeep of the Athletic Field.
PLEASE RESPOND TO JACK OR TOM DUNN FOR A
REGISTRATION FORM. Make checks out to Alpha Athletic
Association. Jack Goodrich 412-779-5400 or
jack@goodlazlaw.com







